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Greetings to all members of IRWA Kentucky Chapter 25: 
 
This past Saturday, April 14th, two notable events occurred simultaneously.  The first day of 
Spring Turkey Season in Kentucky coincided with the Region 5 Spring Forum in French Lick, 
Indiana. The turkeys breathed a sigh of relief as I joined our Chapter 25 delegation at the 
opulent French Lick Springs Resort. Attending were our two International Directors, Mike 
Penick, SR/WA, R/W-EC and Jeff Nakken, SR/WA, and 2010-2011 co-recipient of the 
Region Professional of the Year, Don Brent, SR/WA and myself.  International President-
Elect Pat Petitto, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, came in on a puddle jumper about midnight on 
Friday after attending two other Forums. Pat is a past Region 5 Chair from Michigan and last 
year’s Region 5 Professional of the Year award winner.  In fact, Region 5 has so many award 
winners and notable celebrities that you’ll just have to go read all about them on the Region 5 
website: http://www.irwaregion5.org. 
 
The Region 5 website also has all the Forum reports posted online so you can spy on 
everything that’s going on in the 7-state area.  Well, everything but the Chapter Reports. The 
Chapter Reports have recently been re-designed to align with a more centralized management 
scheme involving everyone from the Chapter Chairs on up to the International Executive 
Committee dreaming up visions, missions, objectives, and strategies, mostly to increase 
membership.  I submitted a blank form with a note stating that the form did not match our 
Chapter’s function, and so I could not complete the report.  Two Chapters finally did submit 
reports, and one ignored the form completely.  So, I guess it’s back to the drawing board for 
Chapter Reports.  I ranted a bit at the Forum about how we’re not selling Girl Scout cookies 
and that requiring reports on objectives and strategies on a quarterly basis from a volunteer 
membership not only asks the wrong questions, but it drives away participation and 
membership.  We build infrastructure.  We don’t have time to play management games. 
 
I shared with the group that I had recent received an e-mail spam for real estate related 
postcards with the headline, “Relevance Drives Response”.  The subtext noted that studies had 
shown that what matters most to people is “hyper-local information”.  If you give folks 
relevant information that they can use in their daily work, you will get their attention.  If the 
IRWA provided hyper-local tools to its working members, there would be no need for 
membership incentives, strategies, goals, or objectives; right of way practitioners would be  
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beating down the doors to join the organization.  So, please let me know what the IRWA 
should provide to you to assist you in your daily work.  Send your suggestions to me at 
wrcox@irwa25.org.  I will present all suggestions to the Chapter Board, as well as the Region 5 
leadership, and we will try to create a more relevant and responsive professional association, 
for your benefit, from the ground up. 
 
 
Stepping down off the soap box, I invite 
everyone to attend our Chapter 25 May 
11th General Membership Meeting at 
Mammoth Cave National Park.  The local 
speakers will begin at 10:30 AM, lunch is at 
noon, and a tour begins at 1:00 PM.  If you 
have any questions about the event, contact 
Brett Thiess, SR/WA at 
bthiess@hmbpe.com.  Brett has taken on 
the duties of the Chapter Vice President 
since Glenn Taylor began working in 
North Dakota.  Thank you, Brett.   
 
Finally, Wayne Kimbel is our Chapter 
Newsletter Editor.  If you have any content 
to be included in future newsletters, please 
e-mail him at wkimbel@lwcky.com.  Thank 
you, Wayne! 
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Don’t forget to register for this year’s Annual Educational Conference in 
June! 
 
This year it will be held in Seattle, Washington.  If you haven’t been to Seattle in the 
summer, DO NOT miss your chance this year!  The rains actually stop for a couple of 
months and the temperatures are perfect.  Mt. Ranier looms in the sky with its year-
round snow cap, the waterfront and Pike’s Public Market are bustling, and the seafood 
is unbelievable. 
 
Register now to get the early bird discount at irwaonline.org!  
 
 
 
 
 
The next General Membership Meeting will be held at 
 

Mammoth Cave National Park 
Friday, May 11, 2012 

Speakers Include: 
Park Superintendent:  Patrick Reed 

Deputy Superintendent:  Bruce Powell 
KYTC District 3 Chief Design Engineer: Greg Meredith 

Topic:  “Industry vs. The Environment” 
 
 
THE SPEAKERS WILL PRESENT AT 10:30 AM  Please be on Time! 
 
Lunch will be served after the speakers are finished.   There will be a Cave Tour 
immediately following lunch.  Please complete and send in the enclosed registration 
form, or register online at irwa25.org. 

General Membership Meeting 



 
 

 

 

     International Right of Way Association 
               

Hot Topics Series:  Meeting/Luncheon 
 

 “Industry –vs- Environment” 

(Intermodal Transit Authority & the Cave Shrimp) 

 

Guest Speakers:  
Superintendent Patrick Reed, Mammoth Cave National Park 

Deputy Superintendent Bruce Powell, Mammoth Cave National Park 
Chief District Engineer Greg Meredith, KYTC District 3 

 

Mammoth Cave National Park    Directions 
1 Mammoth Cave Parkway, Mammoth Cave, Kentucky 42259  

Friday, May 11, 2012  
Presentation at 10:30am - Lunch at 12:00pm – Cave Tour at 1:00pm   

 

 
*Use one form if more than one attends from same company please. 

 

1) Name    Title    

2) Name    Title    

3) Name    Title    

  

Company    Address    

City    State     Zip Code    

Phone    Fax     E-mail Address:  

 
  Meeting-Luncheon-Tour cost:  $25.00     

                       Fill in  

   

Total Enclosed    _________   

 

Registration Deadline:  As soon as possible please RSVP via email thanks 
 

Make check payable & mail to: 
IRWA KY Chapter 25   

c/o David Orr 
 KYTC, 200 Mero Street, 5

th
 Floor East, Frankfort, KY 40622   

502-564-3210 

Email:  david.orr@ky.gov 
 

Click Here For Online Payment & Registration  

  
 

      

      

    Learn, Lead, Advance 
 

http://www.nps.gov/maca/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/maca/planyourvisit/directions.htm
mailto:david.orr@ky.gov
http://irwa25.org/Meetings.html
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Caption describing picture or graphic. 

IRWA Bluegrass Chapter 25 
c/o Qk4; Attn: Chad Cutsinger 
815 W. Market Street 
Suite 300 
Louisville, KY  40202 
www.irwa25.org 

“Over 50 years of 
serving the Right of 
Way Professional” 


