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BLUEGRASS BULLETIN 
Dear Chapter 25 Members, 

 

This is probably one of my most favorite times of 

the year!  I love when weather starts getting a little 

cooler outside and leaves are starting to change 

color and who doesnôt enjoy picking apples and 

pumpkins at our local orchards.  I will definitely get 

to see the leaves changing on the drive to and from 

Frankenmuth, Michigan for the Region 5 Fall Forum 

October 20, 2018.  If you plan on attending, please 

let me know and we will try and squeeze you in our 

rental car for our trip to Michigan.  Road trip group 

will be leaving on the morning of October 19th.  I 

have not yet seen the agenda for the Forum but Iôm 

sure it will not lack in excitement especially after all 

the recent happenings at IRWA. 

 

Thank you to all the members who attended our 

August 3rd meeting. This was our first meeting that 

I was able to reach my goal of 40+ people.  A 

special thanks to Dean Loy, Director of Right of 

Way from the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet for 

speaking on the topic of the new initiative in the 

State of Kentucky regarding ROW & Bridges.  Also 

a special thanks to the other KYTC staff members 

that attended and spoke to Chapter 25 ï Kelly 

Divine, Tony Moore and Eric Monhollon.  Thank 

you also to Chapter 25ôs very own Rick 

Baumgardner (Chapter Treasurer) for speaking at 

this meeting on the topic of conservation easements. 

 

Chapter 25 would like to send a special thanks out to 

Senior Agent, Rick Nord, of the United  States 

Secret Service for addressing our group on the topic 

of safety in the field and personal security.  

Hopefully everyone took something away from this 

presentation and will help to protect you better when 

in the field for work or just general safety 

precautions you can take in everyday life.  Here are 

some pointers and good reminders for everyone that 

Rick presented in the class: 
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Purpose: We improve peopleôs quality of life through infrastructure development. 

Mission: We empower professionals by elevating ethics, learning, and a standard of 

excellence within the global infrastructure real estate community.      

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the organization. 
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Make sure all windows and doors in your home are locked, especially if you are home alone.  

If a stranger asks to use your phone, have him / her wait outside while you make the call.  

Buy a battery backup for your garage door opener, shut the door prior to exiting your vehicle.  

If you come home and find a door or window open or signs of forced entry, don't go in. Go to the nearest 

neighbor or vehicle (running, in gear) and call law enforcement authorities.  

Remember to park in a well-lit area easily accessible and know where you parked!  

If you think youôre trapped, think of all available options of escape. 

Know where the nearest means of egress is (it may not be a marked door).  

 

Keep your valuables out of sight but easily accessible, if someone wants what you have, give it to them.  

Have a routine, make sure it isnôt too routine! 

If you get a feeling of fear, leave! 

Get off the ñX.ò 

 

Available safety apps recommended by Agent Nord where Bsafe, Igosafely, Watchoverme, Noonlight & 

Kitestring.  Each app you can download to your phone provided different safety features that might help you 

while working in the Right of Way field.  If you were unable to see his presentation, I hope you google some 

of these apps and read through the summary above of his safety recommendations to use on a daily basis to 

keep you safe. 

 

There were 9 entries for this yearôs chili cook-off ï thank you to everyone that entered and everyone that was 

present to taste & vote.  One thing I love about doing chili cook-offs is to see the varieties of chiliôs and taste 

the differences in everyoneôs recipes.  Everyone has a different take on chili and that is awesome!  Third place 

winner this year was ï Belinda S. Shouse!  Second place winner this year was ï Mike Penick!  First place win-

ner this year was ï yours truly (Jessica Grivna)!  Thank you again for everyone that attended and those who 

stuck around after for the networking. 

 

Chapter 25 hopes to offer several educational opportunities for our members over the next couple of months.  

Our first education offer will be Course 100, Principles of Land Acquisition, on November 14-15, 2018.  This 

class is scheduled at General Butler State Park, located in Carrolton, KY (off Interstate 71).  Additional infor-

mation on these courses can be found on our Chapter website (www.irwa25.org).  Thank you to Mike Penick 

for all your hard work in scheduling and teaching these courses!   

 

This is my first year to plan our Annual Christmas Banquet.  The venue for this yearôs event will be the Hilton 

Garden Inn St. Matthews located at 400 Sherburn Lane in Louisville, Kentucky 40207.  Our event will be held 

in the Oaks & Derby Rooms on the 1st floor.  Cocktails and appetizers will begin at 6:00 pm, with dinner and 

music will begin at 7:00 pm.  Excited for our entertainment for this yearôs event, be nice to the band (itôs my 

brother).  They have provided our event a room block and it is open until November 23rd at the rate of $119 ï 

if you are planning on staying over please reserve your room now.  Price has yet to be determined for this 

event but once it is established an invitation will be mailed to all members and information posted to our web-

site. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming meetings.  If there is anything I can do for you, please let 

me know. 

Jessica Grivna 

President 
 

Page 3 

http://www.irwa25.org


 

 4 

 

 

 

TO OUR NEW CHAPTER 25 MEMBERS 

Dennis Durnal ð  Marathon Pipeline LLC 

Grant C. Curran ð  Volkert, Inc.  

Want to be published in the Chapter 25 Newsletter?  

To submit an article, picture or noteworthy mention , 

send an email to:  

revmdgrant@gmail.com 
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Important Information from the Treasurer Rick 

Baumgardner Concerning Tax Changes 

October 2, 2018 

A recent tax change due to the passage of H.B. 487 last April has changed the way the chapter will 

charge the members for some events.  While we are a non-profit organization we will now have to 

charge sales tax for some functions of the chapter.  This became effective on July 1, 2018 and will re-

quire us to remit 6% sales tax to the Kentucky Department of Revenue. 

In general, the tax is applicable to ñadmission,ò which includes tickets to charitable fundraising 

events, gym membership fees, facility rental fees, and entry fees for charity tournaments.  Non-profits 

will also be required to collect and remit sales tax on items it sells at events and charitable auctions. 

While many non-profits were unaware of the change, several organizations which your board mem-

bers are members of, gave us a heads up.  Therefore, some of the chapter officers and committee 

chairs met with a CPA firm in Elizabethtown.  After we informed them of our operations, they gave 

us a letter as to what we would be responsible for collecting tax on. 

The primary change that affects the chapter is our membership meetings and Christmas party where 

we charge a fee for attendance including meals.  These types of events will require us remitting 6 % 

sales tax to the Kentucky Department of Revenue.  There may be other special events that we may 

have to charge tax for but the good news is our educational courses are tax exempt. 

In order to comply with the new law, the chapter has taken the following steps: 

We have applied and registered for a sales and use tax account with the Kentucky Department of 

Revenue. 

We have set up an accounting system to track the sales tax due and determine if it is to be paid 

monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or on an annual basis. 

Advise all members that federal tax deductions does not include amount paid for sales tax. 

This is a serious responsibility for the chapter as an organization that fails to collect and remit tax 

when due, could result in the officers, when they are responsible for financial oversight of the organi-

zation, to be pursued for collection of the tax. 

Feel free to contact me or your CPA if you have questions or for review of HB 487. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rick O. Baumgardner, Treasurer, IRWA, Chapter 25 
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Friday, August 3rd 

State of the State Meeting at the Jeffersonian  

Dean Loy 

Director of Right Of Way  

for Kentucky Transportation  

Cabinet  

Kelly Divine  

Assistant Director of Right of Way 

For Kentucky Transportation Cabinet  

Tony Moore  

Relocation Branch Manager  

for Kentucky Transportation  

Cabinet  

Rick Baumgardner 

Appraiser of Baumgardner  

& Associates  
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Friday, August 3rd 

State of the State Meeting at the Jeffersonian  
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Friday, October 5th 

Board of Directors Meeting:  Special Speaker Rick Nord of 

the Secret Service and the  Chapter Chili Cook-Off  

at Tway House in Jeffersonville 

Senior Special Agent Rick Nord, of the Secret Service 

Chili Cook-off Winners 

1st  Place Jessica Grivna, 2nd Place Mike Penick and 3rd Place Belinda S. Shouse 


